Fun With The Dewey Decimal System
Description:

One can almost hear the collective groan when the Dewey Decimal System is mentioned. But
teaching and learning the DDC can be fun! Students will enjoy identifying and then
categorizing items from "real life" into Dewey categories.

Goals & Objectives:

Students will learn that the non-fiction section of the LMC is organized by subject. Students
will learn that a librarian, Melvil Dewey, developed the DDC in 1876. Students will learn that
the DDC has 10 categories.

Materials & Sources:
Dewey bookmarks on cardstock bag with various items (Santa's hat, empty bottle of Tylenol,
tennis ball, recorder, etc.) Dewey Decimal Practice Sheet

Procedures:

e Remind students of fiction and non-fiction sections of the LMC. (fiction section-
books organized by author's last name, letters on bookcases; non-fiction section-
books organized by subject, numbers on bookcases)

e Give each student a Dewey Bookmark and take a tour of the non-fiction section.

e Refer to "guide numbers" at top of bookcases and read titles from various sections
(200's- Greek Myths and Legends, 400's- A First Book of Sign Language).

e Return to seats and distribute Dewey Decimal Practice Sheet to pairs of students.
Model activity by going over the example. Show and explain bag with items. Student
pairs pull an item from the bag, determine Dewey category/number, and record on
worksheet. Each pair shows item and identifies/explains Dewey number.

e Iftime, pull remaining items from bag and ask students to identify the Dewey section.
Ask students to write their name and favorite Dewey category on bookmark.
Encourage students to select books from their favorite Dewey category during book
selection.

Assessment:



e How well students identified Dewey categories?

¢ Can students name Melvil Dewey as the creator of the DDC?

e (an students explain that non-fiction materials are organized by subject and put into
one of 10 categories?
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Names:

Dewey Decimal Practice Sheet

Example:
A book about

A book about

A book about

seashells

would be in this Dewey section:

would be in this Dewey section:

would be in this Dewey section:

500’s




Dewey Decimal
System Bookmark

100’s PHILOSOPHY
Thoughts and feelings

200’s RELIGION
Bible stories & mythology

300°’s SOCIOLOGY
Careers, government,
customs, holidays, and
folklore

400’s LANGUAGE
All languages, including
sign language

500°’s SCIENCE
Insects, animals, flowers,
seashells, birds, rocks, stars

600°’s APPLIED SCIENCE
Inventions, medicine,
transportation, pets

700’s ARTS & RECREATION
Painting, music, sports,
hobbies, dance

800’s LANGUAGE
All languages, including
sign language

900’s HISTORY
Geography, history,
Travel

000’s GENERAL WORKS
Books that cover more
than one subject area

Name:

My favorite Dewey category:




